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Trip to the Coal hn"es oC Virginia. 

After having taken dinner with the Presi
dent of the Company, I dressed in "' style to 
m e  perfectly original, anu descended into the 
pits, a distance of over seven hundred feet.
No one has any conception of the apparently 
perilous attempt in going down these shafts, 
until he has experienced it. The distance 
and the view descendi�lg are truly frightful 
But the operation is an every day occurrence 
without accident, and you feel perfectly safe 
in following ",�heTe others 3:°, on whora you 
can rely. My imaginatioJl had very often par
tially prepared me for the state of things in ' 
coal mines, which I saw here; 'but a real and 

:'11����li������������������;iliiiil an imaginary state of thintss arc t.otally difi€r- • 

ent. In passing along the varion" ch:tnnels 
and routes by the aid ofla.rnp�--;, you experience 
a natural restraint on your feelings, and a sin
cere awe of mind, that is not altogether plea
sant. The gloominess of the place and the 
dread silence of the scene make one some
times feel truly their helplessness. Hut there 
is no danger and no tenor in the place. It is 
the feeling of the novice, uninitiated in such 
scenes, and soon wears away, to give room to 
more pleasant reflection8. Along all the main 
channels, lamps are hung upon the walls to 
afford the necessary light to work and travel 
by. The cars dra wn by mules are always ra
pidly passing and repassing to and from the 

PROPOSED POST OFFICE, NEW YORK. 
The re�oval of the Post Oflice from the 

I 
modating, not only the Post Office, but a 

Park to the old church in Cedar street, has oc- great variety of business offices, and halls for 
casioned u iSSd isfact, ion in the minds of atleast 

I 
public institution�. We are not prepared to 

nine-tenths of the citizens ; but to ameliorate say what probability or prospect there may be 
this inconvenience, a branch was established, of such improvements; but that the public 
and for about two vears continued at Chatham 

I 
convenience requires a great improvement in 

square. That hav
"
ing b

'
een recently discontin- business facilities in the P�rk, inste;).� of the 

ued, many begin to call loudly for another 

I 
uncouth and Irregu�al: bUlldmgs which now 

move, and it is now proposed to enlarge the occupy that most eligible and central part of 
present City Hall building, extending it back 

I 
the city, is too evi.d�mt to be long neglected by 

to Chambers street, for the purpose of accom- the proper authol'llies. 

place where the coal is got to the shafts.-
Pecullarltles 0:1' the Chinese. 

Rails are laid down upon all the main routes, The stature of the Chinese is about the 
and the cars drawn by steam from above where same on the average. as that of the French; 
it is necessary, and mules underneath, except their complexion approaches a copper colt1r 
down inclined planes, and there they choose to much like the half breed American Indian; 
go themselves, without any body's help. The but some of the ladies have the most purely 
mules fatten while in the pits; they are the white or deilcate complexion in the world, 
healthiest, plumpest, and best looking animals but which soon changes on exposure to the 
of the kind I ever saw. The operatives all dUn. Their eyes and hair are almost ur.iformly 
look well, and seem to feel well, which is ve- black, and their eyelids are not opened as wine 
ry good evidence that the place, instead of be- as those oj Europeans. The men sluve the 
ing unfavorable to health, is just the reverse. hail' off theIr heads except a small tuft at the 
The pits are perhaps the best ventillated in top, which is braided or plaited, and extends 
the world, The different channels through down their backs. There is no change of 
which the air circulates before It passes .:mt iashion, as with other nations, but the same 
of the shafts, embrace a circumference of about fashion and costume continue for ages in all 
eight miles. It moves at the rate of one hun- patts of the empire. They have hats withont 
dred feet every ten seconds, which is a fraction brims, a.nd coats and shirts withont collars, 
over eight minutes to the mile. It is kept in and tr01JSPrS without buttons. Their stock
a rarified state by a six foot fl1l'nace, which inss arc loog ana tied below the knee The 
consumes fifty bushels of coal every twenty feet of the ladies are cramped by small shoes, 
our hours. The pit is unusually drJ for one which incommJnes them in walking. Their 

so deep and extensive. hOllee" ,ne generally built of brick and of one 
The greatest caution to prevent the pits stc,':: 1,:,;11, and without windowiI, and their 

from becoming foul and taking fire is exerci- fUrllilUl'c consists of a small low table, and a 
sed. One thing is reducen to a dead certainty few simple seats, and a few images or house
-all persons here are of the same color-the hold gods . Theil' principal and favorite diet 
Gumbos look just as white as.the pale faces.- is p ork, but they occasionally eat beef, mntton, I found, when I had ascended the top and had dogs, and eYen rats, and a variety of vegeta
a fair view of myself, that I was ring-streaked bles. One of the principal sacrifices to their 
and speckled, and those varieties were made 

I 
gods is a whole roast�d ho", which they are 

of many shades and many colors. careful to eat themsel yes, after presenting it 
At many of the excavations made for coal, '

to their idol. They have no large tables, but 
slate �ock has

. 
bee.n found which exbib �ts i1l1- 1 as many small tables as their families and 

press IOns of fish, tern, bark allel knobs at woou I gllests require, seating four at each table, with 
in abulldance. There is strong evidence to be- one of their idols under each. They use no 
lieve that the circumference in which this knives or forks at table; but the food is cut in
coal is located, was once a lake. This sub- to small pieces before it comes to the table. 
ject, however, I am not here disposed to dis- add then they Il�e a couple of round straight 
cuss. They were blasting in various parts of! stick; about the size of a quill and four or five 
the pits while I w as .:Iown.. The explosions I inches long: these they hold in the right 
sometimes were grand and tenific, and shook hand and theil'llOwl in the left, and by a dex
the earth with great power, while the rever- terous mana<rement of the sticks, they feed 
berations echoed with deafening efrect through themselves fr

"'
om the bowl. These chop.sticks 

every department of the mines. The l.;tborers as they are called, are rather diflicult to ma
have each their proper duty to perform-some nouvr� by strangers. They generally travel 
are employed to dIg coal-some to blast rock, on foot, but some ofthe most genteel,-perhaps 
and others to attend upon the shafts, fill and' one in five hundred,-travel in a sedan chair, 
manage t�e cars, &c. There are

. 
about two borne upon the shoulders of two servants: 

hundred III all-made up of AmerIcans, Eng- and Qlle in ten thousand maY be seen on 
lish, Scotch, free bla�ks and slaves. . horseback. Nearly every famil� has servants, 

The amount of mmes employed III and either bought or hired, all of which are na
around Richmond, IS from twelve to fifteen tives. Most of the bonght servants or slaves, 
hundred thousand dollars. The value of the are females and concubines, buttreated as me
coal worked out per annum, is from 450,000 nials. Their amusements are principally 
t.o $500,000. The .um the Mid-Lothian Co. gambling with cards and dice, attending the
expel1ds per year for labor, groceries, agricul- atres, making processions, &c. But few of 
tural products, &c &c., amounts to about, them have much lime for any thing but 
$75,000, and the rest to $200,000, rnaki!lg in making money, which is the one grand object 
all $275,000.-Nat, JlIag. with all classes. The obstacles to the intro-

Pocket-Knife lUaklng. 
In the town of Shefijeld, th!lre are stated to 

be 3330 persons employed in the various pro
cess of the manufacture of pocket-knives. In 
this number are included 2400 setters-in; 430 
pen-blade grinders; 150 pocket-blade grinders; 
270 blade forgers; and 110 scale forgers. 

duction of Christianity among them appears 
to consist ltl the prevalent apathy, rather than 
decided opposition to the subject. Should the 
missionaries proceed with such energy as to 
produce an excitement of curiosity, and con
sequent attraction, the true gospel might be 

reatly extended in that country. 

India Rubber. 

Mr. Editor. 
It has occurred to the writer that the above 

snbstance might be appropriately and useful
ly applied to cotton, woollen, and .ilk hose, so 
as to answer the purpose of a garter, in the 
same manner as it is applied and incorporated 
with a glove at the wrist. It would be a very 
convenient plan for those who wear long 
stockings, inasmuch as a person dressing in the 
dark, if he could fine! his stocking, would be 
sure to have the garter also. Would not some 
manufacturer undertake the improvement, if 
suggested through your valuable journaL 

CAOUTCHOUC. 

Stockings thus prepared would of course 
be garterized stockings. But why not have 
the whole stocking India-rubberized at once, 
or at least the bottom rf It, thus rendering it 
waterproof ?-En. 

Births, lUarrlages and Deaths. 
I n the rep?rt of the Secretary of State, of 

Massachusetts, the number of births returned 
is 15,912. The number of malTiages is 5136. 
November is the favorite month for marrying
this doubles in number any other month. Feb
ruary has the least. The number of deaths 
reported IS 9320. Avera"e life of gentlemen, 
66.20, clergymen 64.07, merchants 55.07, tai
lors 54.40, coopers 54.21, blacksmiths 51.09, 
masons 49.50, laborers 49.00, carpenters ,1(J.9·J, 
seamen 48.76, tinmen 70.00, fishermen 45.15, 
sailmakel's 42.33, shoemakers 42.00, painters 
40.25, harnessmakers 38.00, printers 32.50. 

Value oC Sn.oke. 

A striking instance of economical talent, 
says the British Quarterly Review, came to 
oW' knowledge in the district of Alston Moor, 
From the smelting earths of one " house" an 
arched tunnel conducts the smoke to an out
let at a distance from the works, in a waste 
spot, where no one can complain of it. The 
gathering matter or " fume," resulting from 
the passage of the sinoke, is annually submit
ted to a process, by which, at that lime, It 
yielded enough to pay for the construction of  
the chimney. A similar tunnel chimney, 3 

miles in length, was erecting at Allandale. -
Its fnme will yield thonsands at pounds ster_ 
ling per annum. In this case smoke does not 
end in smoke. 

The Pronts of' Thieves. 

It is stated in the Police Gazette that twenty 
nine notorious thieves and burglars in the 
Cities of New York, Boston and Philadelphia, 
have stolen property, since 1831, amounting 
to $1 ,800,000 i the amount received by arrests, 
promises and convictions, $850,000, leaving a 
balance in favor of the thieves of $950,000.
This would make quite a profitable business, 
if it were not for the fact that one half of the 
party are now in the various State prisons, 
rendering service for the pruperty ther have 
so unjustly acquired. 
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RAILROAD INTELLIGENOE. 

RAILROADS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

The total length of railway now actuallJ 
constructed and in operation in the United 
States, amounts to a little oYer 5000 miles, of 
which 500 consists in short lines connected 
with coal companies and priva\e establish
ments; leaving 4360 miles of swift convey
ance. In the construction of railroads and the 
electric telegraph, the United States are far 
in advance cf Europe, in proportion to popu
lation. 

The Great Central Railroad oC Penn. 

Of the 60,000 shares required to be taken ill 
order to proceed with this important road from 
Philadelphia to the Ohio at Pittsburg, we are 
informed that 54,400 are already taken or en
gaged. The remaining 5,600 will in all pro-
bability, soon find purchasers, and this great 
central avenue will soon be opened. 

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD8-. 

It is evident that a greatly increasen busi
ness has been done on most of the eastern rail
roads within the past year, On the Fitchburg 
road, which, last season, paid a dividend of 
ten per cent., the receipts for the week end
ing on the 14th inst. were $1 ,400 over the same 
week last year. The business upon the West
ern Railroad for the same week was near 
$6000 over the amount for the corresponding 
week of the previous year. Reports from other 
roads are equally favorable. 

On the Vermont and Massachusetts Railr.oad 
a great portion of the grading and masonry has 
been completed between Fitchburg and Athol. 
The rails are now on their way from England. 

The Mohawk and Hudson Railroad Company 
has given notice of intention to apply to the 
Legislature for authol'lty to increase its capital 
stock $250,000, and to change its corporate 
name to "Albany and Schenectady Railroad 
Company." 

ATLANTIC AND ST. LAWRENCE. 

Th� Quebec Gazette says that the Atlantie 
and St. Lawrence Railroad is fast progressing 
and will when completed, be one of the most 
important and profitable roads il. the country 
-280 miles, and Portland is in connection 
with the lakes, grasping the whole western 
trade. It will go ahead of Boston with rapid 
strides and will in a year or two, be the prin
cipal depot of the Atlantic steamers. 

PITTSBURGH AND CLEVELAND RAILROAD. 

Three hundred thousand dollars to the cap
ital stock to this Railroad have been subscri
bed; and a portion of the track will be put 
under contract early in the spring. 
NORTHERN RAILROAD OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The first section of this road has been re
cently op0ned, and its prospects appear much 
brighter than hitherto. The N(i)rthern road 
commences at the Concord Depot, and follows 
the Westel'll bank of the Merrimac through 
Boscawen to Franklin, eighteen miles; it 
then pursues a northerly course through An
dover, Orange, Canaan, Enfield, and Lebanon, 
to the mouth of the White River, just below 
Lyman's Bridge. There it is to meet the Cen
tral Road, which is to run up the White Ri
ver, through the centre of Vermont, to Bur
lington ; also, the Passumpsic road, which is 
to run from the mouth of the White River up 
the V�rmont side of the Connecticut, to the 
mouth of the Passumpsic, and thence up that 
river to Stanstead, Canada. It  will hence ap
pear tha t this Northern Railroad is a very im
pOl·tant link in an extended chain; and the 
opening of the first eighteen miles of the road 
was naturally a joyful occasion. 

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

The Boston Company that bought the Cen
tral Railroad, Michigan, have reduced the 
price of freight 1.5 per cent. The receiptil for 
the year to 

Dec. I, 1846, were: $329,663 75 
Dec. 1, 1845, were : 202,746 57 
Increase in 1816 : $126,917 18 

The new company paid $2,000,000 in State 
secUlities, at par, which they bought up at 
from 60 to 70 per cent. The actual cost to 
the company is only $1,400,000, which is an 
interest of $98,000. At this rate it will pay 
not far from 18 per cent on the actual cost. 

The French newspapers state that almost 
all the fish have this year quitted the coast of 
France. 
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